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With the aim of improving the tools for the analysis of
floating spar type structures for offshore wind turbines, a
model which includes the nonlinear FEA for large
displacements based on a co-rotational formulation is
under development at the UPCBarcelonaTech.

The model is able to take into account the wind loads
over the structure, the hydrodynamic loads from the
wind turbine, hydrodynamic loads, the elasticity of the
full structure and the mooring response in both, in quasi
static or accounting for its dynamics. All forces
integrated in the time domain. The model assumes one-
dimensional beam elements, extended to the 3D
domain.

Dynamic co-rotational FE analysis for FOWT’s

Co-rotational approach
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To analyze floating structures with large rigid body
motions but small strains, a consistent co-rotational
formulation for dynamic analysis proposed by Crisfield
[1] is implemented. This formulation allows the
computation of the equivalent local angles with respect
a co-rotational frame, which is moving attached to the
element as shown.
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The external forces considered in the model include the
effects of the environmental loads (buoyancy and
waves), the mooring system, the wind turbine, the self-
weight as well as user defined input forces.
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Validation and Numerical Results

The results obtained during the Windcrete concept
experimental campaign [5] have been used to validate
the numerical results of the model. The results from a
simulation under normal operation conditions in
combination with the NREL 5MW WT and the adjusted
numerical model of Windcrete are shown in the upper
part while a RAO comparison between simulations and
experimental results is shown below.

FEM discretization

The FE numerical model is based in the Euler beam
theory, which in combination with elasticity and one-
dimensional finite elements may be used to analyze the
most common types of onshore and offshore wind
turbines support structures. Also special elements like
rigid links are implemented to deal with some limitations
of the one-dimensional elements as shown in an
example below.
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The dynamic analysis is performed in the time domain
by solving the equations of motion of the system,
based on the Newton’s 2nd law. For the time integration
a Hilber-Huges-Taylor [2] scheme is adopted in
combination of an iterative Newton-Raphson method to
deal with the nonlinearity.

The equivalent buoyancy forces acting over the
structure are computed by the 3D integration of the
pressures over the structure at each time step from
the global position of the mesh elements centroids to
finally compute the hydrostatic pressures to compute
the resultant force at each element.

The drag forces and the wave loads are computed
with the Morison’s equation, from where the water
particle kinematics can be computed with regular or
irregular Airy waves theory or the Stokes 5th order
non-linear wave theory. For the irregular waves the
kinematics can be computed from a defined sea
spectrum or from a wave data record.

For the mooring system loads, the model allows to
compute in a quasi static way or considering the full
mooring dynamics, based in the Garret [3] and Kim [4]
works.
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