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Motivation

Floating Wind Turbine

Until recently, substructure flexibility was not considered during
integrated dynamic simulations of floating wind turbines due to the
relative placement of substructure natural frequencies. As floater
dimensions increase to support larger turbines, substructural
flexibility may increase to the extent where substructure natural
frequencies approach the range of wave and wind turbine excitations.
Therefore it becomes relevant to include substructure flexibility
within integrated dynamic calculations to capture the relevant
physical and load effects on the wind turbine.
Previous work by Borg et al. [1] described a method to achieve this,
implemented in HAWC2 and WAMIT, and illustrated the method for a
10MW wind turbine on a simplified spar platform. The present work
applies the method to the Triple Spar concept [2], and illustrates the
influence of substructure flexible modes on the response of the wind
turbine and platform.
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Flexibility in HAWC2 & WAMIT
The process of setting up such a dynamic model first involves a
number of pre-processing steps that establish the relevant flexible
modes of the substructure, the associated hydroelastic effects and a
reduced model representing the substructure, illustrated below.
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The Triple Spar concept [2], depicted above, was considered as a case
study. The platform consists of 3 vertical reinforced concrete, partially
ballasted cylinders connected to the tower base through a steel
tripod structure. A catenary mooring system is used consisting of
three lines, where each one is connected to each cylinder. The
platform is oriented such that in aligned wind and wave conditions,
two cylinders are located upwind of the turbine and one cylinder is
located directly downwind of the turbine.
Using the HAWC2 implementation described in [3], an eigenanalysis
of the system was carried out and 6 substructure flexible modes were
identified to be relevant to the wave and wind turbine excitation
frequency ranges. They were included in the reduced order
hydroelastic model that forms the superelement within the HAWC2
dynamic calculations. The flexible modes and relative placement in
the frequency spectrum are illustrated below.

Flexible modes significantly affect pitch, tower bending moment and
nacelle accelerations. This is due to resonance of a flexible mode
induced by the focused wave.
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In stochastic wind and wave conditions, the substructure flexible
modes augment the response around the peak wave frequency, as
well as close to the tower bending mode (0.4Hz). In heave there is a
significant increase in response around the peak wave frequency, but
it should be noted that hydrodynamic viscous forcing was not
included for flexible modes and as such these results are only
qualitatively indicative of the increased motion in heave.
Dynamic simulations
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Two load cases were considered, representing rated stochastic
operating conditions and an extreme event represented by a focused
wave. For each load case, dynamic calculations were carried out with
and without the substructure flexibility included in the model,
labelled ‘flexible’ and ‘rigid’, respectively, within the following figures.
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