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Seaweed for Europe successfully went live in June 2020
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Visit our 
website!



About 90 members spanning over 16 countries are joining forces through 
Seaweed for Europe
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Vidar Helgesen
Vidar is currently the Executive Director 
of the Nobel Foundation (Nobel Prize). 

Previous roles include being the Special 
Envoy for the Ocean of the Norwegian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Norway’s former State Secretary in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Minister of 

European Affairs and Minister of 
Climate and the Environment.

Maren Bauer
Maren is the founding partner of Fynd 

Ocean Ventures, an ocean-focused 
investment fund. 

Previously Maren created Katapult 
Ocean in 2018, an accelerator based in 

Oslo supporting sustainable ocean 
ventures. Within her work she built a 
pipeline of over 1300 impact ocean 

start-ups and deployed capital into 22 
such start-ups from 14 countries.

Maria Damanaki
Maria is the principal advisor to the 

Paradise International Foundation and 
a senior ocean advisor to SYSTEMIQ.

Previously Maria led the Global Oceans 
programme at The Nature Conservancy 
as Managing Director until mid-2020. 
She was European Commissioner for 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries from 
2010 to 2014 and a member of the 

Greek Parliament for 15 years.

The coalition is co-chaired by three charismatic and experienced leaders
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Hidden champion of the ocean - 2020
Seaweed as a growth engine for a sustainable European future

“The ocean holds tremendous opportunities for boosting jobs and the economy 
while at the same time helping and healing the planet. This report highlights the 
new, sustainable business opportunities that seaweed can represent, and I 
welcome this contribution to increasing our awareness of ocean health and 
wealth.”

Erna Solberg, Prime Minister of Norway and Co-Chair of the High 
Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy

• Quantification of the market potential, expected employment and 
environmental benefits of a European seaweed industry by 2030

• Principles to guide a the scale up of a sustainable, resilient and fair 
industry

• Barriers and priority areas to unlock the potential 

Vincent, A., Stanley, A. and Ring, J., “Hidden champion of the ocean: 
Seaweed as a growth engine for a sustainable European future”, Seaweed 
for Europe, 2020. Picture credit: Thomas Haugersveen/Statsministerens kontor

We published a first report a year ago

https://www.seaweedeurope.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Seaweed_for_Europe-Hidden_Champion_of_the_ocean-Report.pdf
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Seaweed for Europe is actively working on supporting the industry 
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Seaweed for Europe is actively working on supporting the industry 



Licensing toolkit at a glance
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Licensing toolkit at a glance – Norway deep dive
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Licensing toolkit at a glance – Norway deep dive
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Licensing toolkit at a glance – Norway deep dive
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Seaweed for Europe is actively working on supporting the industry 



We just published an investor memo to help raise awareness about investment 
in seaweed 

Table of contents

I. A strong momentum for the European 
seaweed industry

II. A solid and diversified pipeline of 
seaweed start-ups and innovative SMEs 
in Europe 

III. A growing number of investors betting 
on the European seaweed industry 

IV. An increasingly attractive business 
environment to support the seaweed 
innovative ecosystem 

V. Call to action

223 European 
innovative start-ups 
and SMEs analysed 

92 investors totalling 
133 transactions 
over 11 years 
reviewed



The number of seaweed innovative start-ups and SMEs has almost tripled in 
Europe in 10 years
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Pipeline breakdown by companies’ year of creation1

(accumulated number of companies, within the 223 established companies and start-ups)
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 77% of European-based 
companies reviewed are in 6 
countries 

 65% of European-based 
companies reviewed are in 
countries surrounding the North Sea

Pipeline breakdown by geographic region
(within the 223 established companies and start-ups)

Most of seaweed companies are concentred in a few European countries



The European pipeline is already out of the lab stage
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Pipeline breakdown by TRL (Technology Readiness Level)
(within the 223 established companies and start-ups)

 85% of companies reviewed have 
an advanced TRL (>8)



We observe a growing diversity of applications 
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Number of investments in the European industry are on the rise
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Other analysis you can expect to find in our upcoming investor memo!

 Value chain mapping 

 Vertical integration analysis 

 Profile of investors in the 
seaweed space

 Business environment (political, 
civil society, off-takers, etc.)

 Etc.



Contact: seaweedeurope@systemiq.earth

THANK YOU!

Visit our 
website!

mailto:seaweedeurope@systemiq.earth
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