Jobs for young people in Tuzla
SINTEF has helped to establish an innovation centre in Bosnia-Herzegovina, offering new opportunities to the young people of the city of Tuzla. In the course of two and a half years, 65 jobs have been created for highly qualified job-seekers.

The “Business Innovation and Technology Centre” (BIT Centre) opened its doors in Tuzla in the north of war-torn Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2005. Financed by Norwegian development aid funds, and with the support of local authorities, SINTEF has led efforts to build up an “incubator” for ICT companies in Tuzla, a university city about the size of Trondheim and the centre of a region with a population of 750,000. The Industrial Development Corporation of Norway (SIVA) has also participated in the project.

Eighteen companies: 65 employees

Eighteen companies have their premises in the centre. Five of them depend entirely on exporting, while the remainder serve local and regional markets. Nearly all of them are involved in some form of international cooperation. Of the 65 employees who work in BIT Centre companies, 60% have a university degree, while 40% are students. Their average age is 31. The 18 companies are still on the lookout for 15 ICT engineers.
Reducing the brain drain

Until recently, eight out of every ten graduates from the Tuzla region have had to go abroad to find work. The unemployment statistics for the county to which Tuzla belongs leave no room for doubt that there is an urgent need for new companies. Official figures say that 54 percent of the “working” population are out of work. There are 1800 job-seekers with four-year university degrees in this county alone.

The new companies have reduced this outward flow, which is draining the country of valuable young people. In 2006, the Centre gained its own training centre for ICT personnel, and a cash gift from the Foreign Ministry for the purchase of PCs, measuring instruments, etc. In conjunction, these two gifts make up a complete training laboratory. If the companies that are being created in Tuzla are successful, the could become the core of a growing Bosnian electronics industry.
The BIT Centre has concentrated on the ICT sector because new companies in this field are less capital-intensive than in other industrial sectors. An important aspect of the business concept is that the Centre’s tenant companies should learn from each other. 
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